
®

Copyright © 2016 American Girl. All rights reserved. All American Girl marks and Lea™ are trademarks of American Girl.

Girl of the Year 2016

Event Kit

™

™



®

This easy-to-use planner provides everything you’ll 
need to host an engaging event based on Lea 

Clark, our 2016 Girl of the Year. Girls will be enter-
tained by the games and activities we’ve included 
for your store’s use. Start planning an event today!

Printable Activities Components

Getting Started 
• After reading through the planner, choose the mix of activities that suits your store and customers.

• Place signage in your children’s section or near the cash register to promote the event. Post a sign-up sheet in your store 
and encourage girls to bring their dolls. 

• Advertise the event with announcements in your store’s newsletter; at local schools and libraries; to Girl Scout troops; 
and in your local newspaper. An example of promotional copy is provided below.

Join us for an event inspired by American Girl’s newest Girl of the Year,™ Lea Clark.™ This girl was born for adventure, 
and this event will give girls a look inside the exciting world that Lea encounters in her travels to Brazil. Inspired by the 
words “Test yourself—you’ll never regret it,” in her grandmother’s travel journals, Lea experiences all sorts of new 
things—from snorkeling at a shipwreck, to saving a baby sloth. With exotic animals, lively Brazilian culture, and a 
handful of nail-biting adventures, Lea learns that sometimes you have to step out from behind the camera lens to 
really discover!

• For each girl you expect to attend, make a copy of the reproducible activity sheets you plan to use. Gather the supplies 
you need for the activities, such as safety scissors, tape, crayons, colored pencils, and pens or pencils.

• Consider merchandising the new Girl of the Year books in or near the area where you’re hosting the event.

• Turtle Weaving Craft sheets (2)

• Lea’s Adventure Guide sheets (8)

• Lea Clark™ Color-In Poster

• Awesome Adventures activity sheet

• What’s the Story? photographs (7)

Lea Clark,  
Girl of the Year 2016

™

™
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Here’s a selection of activities you can use to promote the newest Girl of the Year™ character book line. Host an event 
with the mix of activities that suits your customers’ interests and the space, time, and staff you have available.   

Story Summary
Welcome the participants to the event. Introduce Lea as American Girl’s 2016 Girl of the Year. 
Her stories are about being brave and bold, even when an adventure seems a little too big. 

Talking Prompt:  
Lea Clark is a girl who was born for adventure, and is eager to follow in the footsteps of 
her seemingly fearless grandmother, Ama, and explore the world around her. She visits her 
older brother in Brazil, and can’t wait to see the ocean and the exotic animals of the Amazon 
rainforest—but quickly realizes that she’s a bit more comfortable watching the action unfold 
from behind her camera. Still, Lea wants to be as bold and as brave as her older brother and 
prove that she has what it takes to face adventure head-on. So, with the help of a few friends 
and the wisdom she finds in her grandmother’s travel journals, Lea discovers her own courage 
and is always ready for her next call to adventure!

Note:  
This planner includes activities related to Lea’s stories, but girls do not need to have read the 
stories to enjoy and learn from the activities.

Icebreaker: What’s Your Critter Nickname?
Gather the girls in a circle. Use the talking prompt below to start the activity.

Talking Prompt:  
Lea loves taking snapshots of animals—especially on her hikes through the rainforest! She 
also has a critter-inspired nickname, “Cricket,” that her brother calls her (sometimes to her 
annoyance!). Let’s introduce ourselves to each other today, and think about what kind of 
animal nickname you might like to have. Maybe you’d like to be called “Penguin” because you 
enjoy it when it’s cold and snowy outside, or you like “Giraffe” because you like standing tall. 
As we go around the circle, each girl can share her name, her chosen “animal nickname,” and 
the reason she chose that animal.

Activity: Turtle Weaving
Supplies:

• Turtle Weaving Craft sheets (2)

• safety scissors

• tape

Pre-Event Preparation:  
Download and print enough of the reproducible Turtle Weaving craft sheets to give to all 
attendees. Prior to the event, use a craft knife or scissors to cut small slits in the turtles for 

Activities & Games
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Turtle  
Weaving  

Craft

 Safety first!  Always ask an adult to work with you on crafts and activities involving scissors.

AG_AY_TurtleWeaving.pdf
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the girls to then weave through. Set scissors and tape on a table, pass out the sheets, and use 
the talking prompt below to introduce the activity. 

Talking Prompt:  
One of Lea’s most exciting experiences on the beaches of Brazil was watching baby sea turtles 
hatch and make their way into the ocean, and she even has a pet turtle at home named Ginger! 
Let’s share in Lea’s love of turtles and make our own turtle weaving art. Did you know that tur-
tles have beautiful patterns on their shells that grow over time—like how trees add a ring every 
year? Now we can make our own turtle art by weaving a colorful shell pattern!

Game: Share Your (Silly) Story
Supplies: 
•   What’s the Story? photographs (7)

Pre-Event Preparation:  
Download and print the What’s the Story? photographs. Have the girls spread out into a 

circle and explain the game using the talking prompt below.  

Talking Prompt:  
Lea thought that the Brazilian sea turtles were so cool that she wrote a special blog post to 
tell her classmates back in St. Louis all about them. She was inspired by the travel journals in 
which her grandmother wrote about her adventures all over the world. Writing a blog or a 
journal is not only a special way to keep a record of the experiences that you have, but a kind 
of storytelling!

Today we’re going to play a game and create our own stories using photos as inspiration for 
the setting and situation. One person will start telling a story based on the photograph, and 
then we will go around the circle, with each person contributing one sentence to our made-
up story. It’s a little tricky since you have to think on your feet, but just remember to have 
fun and that there are no wrong answers!

Notes:  
If the girls are getting stuck or the game is taking too long, consider adding a timed element 
to the game. If girls take too long to respond, they are “out!”

Activity: Put Yourself to the Test
Supplies:

• My Awesome Adventures activity sheet

• pens, pencils, and other coloring supplies

Pre-Event Preparation:  
Download and print enough of the reproducible Awesome Adventures activity sheets to give 
to all attendees. Set up a table with the coloring and drawing supplies, and use the talking 
prompt below to introduce the activity. 
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Turtle 
Weaving 

Craft

 1.  Cut out the colored weaving strips along the white 
lines and lay out the fi ve that you want to use for 
your turtle’s shell. 

2.  Pick the row where you want to start. Gently push a 
strip through the fi rst pre-cut slit in the shell going 
from the back to the front. 

3.  Carefully weave the strip over and under through the 
slits. The large diamond-shaped parts should end up 
on top of the shell and the short, straight sections 
should end up underneath.

4.  When you’ve fi nished weaving the row, trim off the 
excess part of the strip. Leave a small tab on each 
end. Tape the tabs in place on the back of the turtle. 

5.  Repeat four more times to complete the other rows.

 Safety first!  Always ask an adult to work with you on crafts and activities involving scissors.

AG_AY_WeavingStrips.pdf

What’s the story?
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Copacabana beach: © iStock.com/marchello74

AG_AY_SillyStory.pdf
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Talking Prompt: 
Lea had always dreamed of going into the ocean, but when she got knocked down by a wave 
the first time she went swimming in Brazil, she didn’t know if the ocean was too big a chal-
lenge for her. Still, Lea remembered the words her grandmother, Ama, always told her: “Test 
yourself. You’ll never regret it.” 

Facing her fears, Lea decided to join her family in a snorkeling excursion—and she was so glad 
that she did! She found a whole other world under the waves—full of fish, multicolored coral, 
and new adventures. 

Even though it was scary, Lea tried something new and it paid off in the end. Is there some-
thing that you are afraid of? What would happen if you tried to face your fear? Would you 
experience something really exciting and new, like Lea did while snorkeling? Would you learn 
something about yourself by facing that fear? 

Let’s try to think about what good could come out of trying something new or scary. Using 
the “My Awesome Adventure” paper, draw a picture of yourself trying something new and 
succeeding. Next time you doubt if you can do something, pull out your drawing and remem-
ber that you can do just about anything if you set your mind to it! 

Activity: “This or That” Friend Finder
Activity Preparation:  
Encourage the girls to stand in the middle of the room, and clear any tables or chairs that 
could get in the way of the activity. Use the talking prompt below to introduce and lead  
the activity.  

Talking Prompt:  
Not only did Lea have tons of exciting adventures on her trip to Brazil, but she also made 
a lot of great new friends, like Camila and Tomás, and even a new sloth friend—Amanda!  
Making friends in new places and from different backgrounds can be a great way to under-
stand an unfamiliar culture and their customs—and it’s just fun, too! 

One of the best ways to get to know someone is to learn more about the things they like. 
Today we’re going to do an activity called “This or That” to learn more about each other. 
Let’s try it. Start by standing together in the middle of the space here. Then I’ll read a “This or 
That” question, like “Would you rather have a leopard or a sloth for a pet?” If you prefer the 
first option, walk over to the right side of the room, and if you prefer the second option, walk 
over to the left side of the room. Go ahead, girls! If you’d like a pet leopard, walk to the right, 
and if you’d like a pet sloth, walk over to the left. 

Take a look around the room—now you know something new about someone you never 
knew before! There might be people whom you always agree with, and others that aren’t on 
your same side very often. That’s what is so exciting about this game—everyone can let their 
unique selves shine through. Let’s do some more:

• Would you rather spend the holidays at a snowy ski lodge or on a sandy beach? 

• Would you rather eat your favorite food every day or try a new type of food every day? 
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•  Would you rather eat a grub (like Lea did!) or eat something so super-super spicy that it 
makes your eyes water uncontrollably? 

•  Would you rather watch baby sea turtles hatch or go for a moonlit boat ride down the 
Amazon River?

• Would you rather make a photo album of all of your adventures or write in a travel journal?

• Would you rather be an environmental activist or star in your own travel show? 

• Would you rather swim with sharks (in a cage, of course!) or with sea turtles?

• Would you rather go snorkeling in the ocean or hiking in the rainforest? 

Take-Home Fun 
Make copies of the color-in poster and activity sheets to pass out during the event. If some 
girls finish an activity before the rest of the group, these activities will keep them occupied. 
You can also send the activities home with the girls. Each reproducible includes directions. 

• Lea’s Adventure Guide sheets

• Lea Clark™ Color-In Poster

Event Guidelines
• This event kit is recommended for girls ages 8 and up. Adult supervision of the activities  

is recommended. All the materials you use for crafts and games should be age graded as 8+.

•  Remember that materials may be reproduced only for use with an in-store  
American Girl event.

• This event is designed to be free of charge. Please make every effort to accommodate all  
girls who are interested in this program.

• Please remember to select child-appropriate craft supplies, such as safety scissors and non-
toxic paints, glues, and markers. 
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Check out a video tutorial of 
this craft on AG Play.

http://www.americangirl.com/
play/trulyme/videos/

Create Your 
Own Mini 
Suitcase!

Are you a jet-setter just 
like Lea and her grand-
mother, Ama? If you’ve 
got the “travel bug,” this 
DIY mini suitcase craft is 
perfect for you! 

Take a metal craft/candy 
tin and cover the front 
and back with card stock. 
Add strips of colored 
duct tape to the sides of 
the tin. Then use adhesive 
dots to attach a wide 
colored craft stick to the 
back edge of the tin, and 
glue beads to the bottom 
of the tin for wheels. 

Personalize the case with 
stickers and you’re on 
your way! Bon voyage! 

AG_AY_AdventureGuide.pdf
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AG_AY_ColoringPoster.pdf


