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Maryellen Larkin is growing up in a big family. Her story begins in
1954, at the height of the baby boom. With five brothers and sisters,
Maryellen sometimes feels lost in the crowd. She wants to stand
out, like a star from one of her favorite TV shows. And she has lots
of big ideas—but when she does get noticed, it’s often not for the
reason she planned.
Learn more about Maryellen’s world with the activities in this book.
Have fun, and don’t be afraid to use your imagination—Maryellen
never is!

C R O S S
Country
ROUTE
Use the maze to
take a trip across
the country.
Don’t cross any
solid lines!

An activity that grew in popularity during Maryellen’s time was the road
trip. You may have heard of Route 66; it is a very famous highway that
spans the country from Chicago to Los Angeles. In the 1950s, this highway
was the main route for people heading to sunny southern California for
work or vacations.
Because Route 66 was so well traveled, people started building roadside
attractions such as drive-in movie theaters and petting zoos, or even
strange things like the World’s Largest Catsup Bottle, to give travelers
things to see and buy. Maryellen might have even owned a road-trip activity book, similar to this one, that would help keep her whole family entertained as they traveled through the vast and exciting American landscape!

Start

Finish

Answer on last page

11. color her hair blue?

Quiz
Show

12. eat chocolate-covered
crickets?

The 1950s was the golden age of television. Maryellen loved to watch TV and
daydream that she was the star of the show. During this era, quiz shows were
especially popular. Now you can pretend to be on a 1950s-style quiz show with
this activity. Choose someone near you and get to know her a bit. Then answer
each challenge question below with her in mind. Read your answers out loud to
see if you were right about how that person would answer. If she could win one
million dollars, would your new friend . . .

14. wear orange plaid pants
every day for a week?

15. spend an hour handcuffed
to her sister or brother?

16. go skydiving?
17. wade up to her shoulders in a

1. eat a dozen live worms?

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

2. sell her pets?

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

3. move to Greenland?

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

4. swim in a shark tank?

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

19. give up pizza forever?

5. agree not to watch TV ever again? _____She’d do that.

_____No way!

20. live on a deserted island

6. chase a tornado?

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

7. let tarantulas crawl up her arms?

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

8. come to school in her pajamas?

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

9. agree not to talk for one year?

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

10. have a camera crew film her

swimming pool full of snails?

18. make friends with the
person she dislikes most?

for one year?

Answers

0 to 6 correct:
_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

13. sing the national anthem to
her favorite pop music star
in person?

24 hours a day for a year and
broadcast it on TV?

_____She’d do that.

_____No way!

7 to 14 correct:

What your new friend is
You have a pretty good
willing to do is pretty much idea of what’s important
a mystery to you. Take
to your new pal.
this opportunity to get
to know her better!

15 to 20 correct:

Wow! Have the two of
you been competing on a
game show lately?

Sister
Act Quiz

In the 1950s, when Maryellen was a girl, America’s economy was booming, and
families were growing quickly—so quickly that this era is nicknamed “the baby
boom.” Maryellen has five brothers and sisters! She sometimes finds it hard to
be a good sister to all her siblings. Take this quiz to find out what kind of sister
you are, or would be.

1. Both you and your sister always want to ride in the front seat on car 		
rides. You race as fast as you can and push her out of the way to get to
the car door first.
		
a. That’s me.
		
b. That sometimes happens.
		
c. That never happens.

2. T he dinner dishes are clean, and homework’s done. It’s time to watch TV 		
with the family. You and your brother argue over what to watch.
		
a. That’s me.
		
b. That sometimes happens.
		
c. That never happens.

3.Y
 our little sister is in your school this year. When you see her in the halls, 		
you don’t say hello.
		
a. That’s me.
		
b. That sometimes happens.
		
c. That never happens.

4. Y
 ou’re bored on a road trip, so you start poking your brother in the arm. 		
It’s a fun way to pass the time.
		
a. That’s me.
		
b. That sometimes happens.
		
c. That never happens.

Answers
Answers

mostly a’s:

Constant Combat

Most of the time, you and your siblings act like enemies! It’s time to call a truce.
Talk about “problem areas” that set off fights, and come up with ways to keep
the peace. Stay calm, and try to really listen to your sib’s side of the story.
Coming up with a solution together will make you both feel like winners.

mostly b’s:

Struggling Sibling

You know you should try to control yourself, but sometimes you lash out
at your siblings despite your good intentions. The next time your nerves are
rattled, take a minute to think—will fighting really improve things? Try taking
a break and spending time apart from your siblings till you can cool down.

mostly c’s:

Keeping the Peace

You do a great job of getting along with your siblings. Even when a situation
doesn’t seem completely fair, you trust your parents and siblings enough to
know that it will probably all even out in the end. You remember that your
brothers and sisters aren’t only part of your family—they can also be friends.

W A C K Y

What’s in
a Name?

Ad
Because so many people started watching TV in the 1950s, companies realized they could use television to advertise their products. And just like that,
TV commercials were born! Here’s a chance to create your own wacky TV
commercial. Just fill in each of the requested word categories in section 1.
Then flip the page and transfer your word choices into the paragraph in section 2. Read your TV ad aloud for a good laugh!

When Maryellen starts fourth grade, her teacher, Mrs. Humphrey, keeps
on calling her by her older sisters’ names! Being one of six kids in her
family, Maryellen is used to getting lost in the shuffle, but perhaps knowing a little bit more about the Larkin family and Maryellen’s friends will
help Mrs. Humphrey keep everyone’s names straight. Follow the wandering lines to learn more about each of Maryellen’s siblings and friends.

Angela
Wayne

Maryellen’s second sister,
who plays piano

Section 1



a new girl in class




Joan

Maryellen’s best friendsmost of the time

Carolyn

Maryellen’s next-door neighbor

Beverly

Maryellen’s younger sister,
who acts like a queen

The Karens

a big pain

Davy

Maryellen’s oldest sister,
who has a boyfriend

1. noun (a person or a thing, such as dog or broom):
2. noun (a place):
3. nonsense word:
4. verb (an action word, like run or dive):
5. noun:

6. verb:

7. adjective (a word that describes something, like a furry cat):

8. adjective:

9. number:


10. adjective:

11. adverb (a word that describes an action, such as, slowly):

12. adjective:

13. number:

14. measure of time:

15. adjective:

16. adjective:

17. noun:

18. number:

Perfect
Pals

W A C K Y
Ad
Section 2
Is your 1_____________ making a mess of your 2_____________? Try

Maryellen has many friends. Davy is her best pal for playing imaginative games
outside, but for sleepovers, she calls her two best girlfriends—they’re both
named Karen! She’s also friendly with Angela, a new girl in her class whom she
helps with schoolwork. Take this quiz to find out what kinds of people you tend
to befriend. Follow the arrows to the answers that describe you best.
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What’s on
your favorite
T-shirt?

On a
Saturday
afternoon
you love
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Your
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service will be yours! Call within the next 13_____________

your favorite
team’s logo
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You dream
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To order, call the number on your screen. 10_____________ phone
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f
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country

What kind of band
would you want
to play in?

sports
show

era

soap op

Giggle Gang

Good Sports

Care Bears

You love to laugh! Whether
you’re in a big group or just
hanging out with one pal,
you’re drawn to funny, outgoing girls.

You like your friends to be
athletic and always ready to
play. For you, making friends
on a sports team is just as
important as playing your best.

You treasure the friendship
of girls who show they care.
Knowing they’re always there
to support you and share close
moments is important to you.

Gab with Grandma

Answer Key

The next time you see your grandma, ask her what decade she grew up in.
Chances are it was the 1950s, just like Maryellen! Get a firsthand look at what
growing up in Maryellen’s time might’ve been like by filling out this questionnaire
with your grandma.

Cross Country

1. Full name:
2. Birthday (and year):
3. City or town where she was born:

Start

4. First language:
5. Number of siblings:
6. Favorite radio or TV show:

Finish

7. Best school subject:
8. Favorite toy:
9. Craziest hairstyle:

What’s in a Name?

10. Funniest clothing fad:
11. Silliest nickname:
12. Favorite musical performer:
13. Best childhood birthday present:
14. Favorite kinds of books to read:
15. President of the U.S. when she was your age:
16. Allowance she got:
17. First after-school job:

Angela
Wayne
Joan
Carolyn
Beverly
The Karens
Davy

a new girl in class
a big pain
Maryellen’s oldest sister, who has a boyfriend
Maryellen’s second sister, who plays piano
Maryellen’s younger sister, who acts like a queen
Maryellen’s best friends- most of the time
Maryellen’s next-door neighbor

